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GUY JONES 


‘CALIFORNIA BIRTH RATE RISES 


The California birth rate rose from 15.2 in 1939, to 


16.1 in 1940. There were 103,656 births registered in 


California in 1939, while in 1940 there were 111,840 


such events registered. There is every indication that 
the 1941 rate will go considerably higher. 
the counties of California contributed to the increase 
in 1940. The larger centers of population, and those 
areas of the State where defense industries have 


expanded, contributed most heavily to the general 


increase in the numbers of births. 

In Los Angeles County there were 42,865 births 
registered in 1940, as compared with 38,877 in 1939. 
In San Francisco the birth rate remained practically 
stationary with 8,810 births registered in 1940, and 
8,813 in 1939. San Diego County, which has at- 
tracted so many young workers in defense industries 
registered 5,294 births in 1940, as compared with 
4,460 in 1939, the birth rate having risen from 15.7 
in 1939, to 18.2 in 1940. The rural counties of the 
State contributed heavily to the increase. Among 
such counties that had high birth rates in 1940 are 


Tulare, Sutter, Stanislaus, Santa Clara, Santa Bar-— 


bara, San Bernardino, Merced, Madera, Kings, Kern. 


Bakersfield had the highest birth rate of any city 


in the State in 1940. There were 1,061 births regis- 
tered there during that year with a rate of 36.2. San 
Bernardino was next highest with 1,366 and a rate 
of 31.2. Other cities with high rates are San Diego, 
Sacramento, Riverside, Glendale, Santa Monica, Long 
Beach and Fresno. If birth rates were adjusted ac- 


cording to residence many other cities would have 


high rates, but the county hospitals which serve many 
such cities are located outside of the city limits and 
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five-year period. 
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the births that occur to mothers oeuliii of cities are 
registered in the rural district and the city of resi- 
dence does not gain through the statistical procedure. 


BIRTHS BY RACES 
It is interesting to note that each year for the past 


five years there has been a gradual increase in the 


percentage of white births in California and a de- 
crease in the percentage of Mexican and Japanese 
births. The percentage of white births in California 
has risen from 80.8 in 1936, to 83.8 in 1940. The 


_ percentage of the Mexican births has fallen from 14.4 


in 1936, to 11.6 in 1940, and the percentage of Jap- 
anese births has fallen from 1.7 in 1936, to 1.3 in 


1940. The Negro, Indian and Chinese birth rates 


have remained practically stationary throughout the 
In 1940 there were 93,742 births 
in members of the white race and 12,983 births among 
Mexicans. The Japanese contributed 1,493 births 
and the Negroes 1,864 births in 1940. 


There have been many expressed opinions relative 
to the increased birth rate now noted throughout the 
United States: There is every indication that birth 
rates will continue to rise during the next few years, 
after which a point of saturation may be reached with 
the rates remaining stationary for some time to come. 
Now that Japan, Germany and other martial countries 


are doing all that may be possible to stimulate birth 


rates, it is interesting to note that the same objective 
is being achieved in the United States without resort- 
ing to the extremes that are used in Germany and 
other countries. Sociologists, generally, regard the 
increase in population in the United States as normal 
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ie and there is nothing to indicate that the greatly in- 1940 

a creased numbers of births in California are due to County ae. | mere 

3 any other than normal expansion with the possible 

exception of the tremendous migration of young mar- San Wrancisco 13.9 

ied les j California wh 

ried couples into California where employment in de- San Obispo 

fense industries becomes readily available. 8427.5 

County No. Rete ' No. Rate _ 

CALIFORNIA 111,840 16.1 103,656 15.2 | Sierra 39 128 

2: 1 329 634 12.8. 

165 16.9 161 16.4 283 19.7 

164 166 726 159 339 19.7 

Kings (85 22.2 700 City No. Rate No. _ Rate 

337 93 9 281 196 Oakland 0.676 18.7 0,240 17.4 
42,865 15.3 38,877 14.2 Berkeley 985 11.5 866 10.1 

= 580 (24.7 5150295 1,857 30.5* 980 15.5 
485 89 891 75 Gee 896 30.9 

| Mariposa 46 33 6.1 Los Angeles 22,638 15.0 20,852 14.0 

878 18.5 370 18.4 Long Beach ------ --------- 3,380 20.5 2,864 17.6 

| Merced 1,140 942 1.078 933 1,263 15.4 1,112 13.6 0 

A 986 97 112 1407 26.1 1,142 21.38 i] 

86 13 58 2,052 24.7 1,696 20.9 

9°96 135 «413.1 Sacramento ---------- 2,600 24.7 t 
400 90.5 854 19.0 San bernardino 1,366 31.2 1,354 31.5 

2208 168 2141 165 4,387 21.4 3,686 18.5 
259 89 295 106 8,810 13.9 8,813 13.9 

913 183 177 157 849 15.5 862 15.9 

BIRTHS BY RACE 

c 1940 1939 1938 1937 1936 

i ae Per cent No. Per cent No. Per cent No. Per cent No. Percent 
93,742 83.8 85,857 82.8 83,864 82.6 77,576 82.3 68,249 80.8 
a. 1,775 1,693 1.7 1,534 1.6 1,305 1.6 
451 563 0.5 451 0.4 436 0.5 499 0.5 
611 0.5 S71 0.6 545 942 0.6 Dot 0.6 

1,493 1.3 1,482 1.4 1,528 1.5 1,436 1.5 1,448 
12,983 11.6 12,712 12,908 int 12,173 12.9 12,156 14.4 
512 0.5 498 0.5 444 0.4 188 0.2 
_ Ce. — 198 0.2 184 0.2 212 0.2 148 0.2 
Totals___--- 111,840 100.0 108,656 1000 101617 100.0 $94,286 1000. 984,460 100.0. 
z SACRAMENTO HAS FULL-TIME COUNTY UNIT NEW HEALTH OFFICER IN SAN ANSELMO 

i Dr. Albert F. Zipf has been appointed health Dr. William J. Reynolds has been appointed City 

officer of Sacramento County. Dr. Zipf will devote Health Officer of San Anselmo to succeed Dr. A. J. 
full time to the duties of his office. He succeeds Schwarz. 


Dr. A. A. Atkinson who has served for many years 


upon a part-time basis. Sacramento is the twenty- While a child is acquiring an education he should 


sixth county in the State to establish its county be doing things he will have to do while he is earning 
health department as a full-time unit. a living.—H. Ford. 
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DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED DEAD 


Dr. Paul S. McKibben, who has acted for many 
years aS curator of the unclaimed dead for southern 
California, died recently, and Dr. Daniel B. MacCal- 


lum of the University of Southern California, Los — 


Angeles, has been appointed in his stead. 

The law pertaining to the disposal of unclaimed 
dead bodies is enforced by the State Department of 
Public Health. Such bodies are available for anatom- 
ical study in medical schools. Formal permission 
for obtaining such material is required, and Dr. Mac- 
Callum represents the State Department of Public 
Health in southern California in the issuance of per- 
mits and other requirements under this law. In 
northern California Dr. J. B. de C. M. Saunders of 
the University of California Medical School, San 
Francisco, is curator of the unclaimed dead for north- 
ern California. 


FOOD SANITATION 
Assistance was given in surveying restaurants and 
food supply places in Fresno, San Luis Obispo, and 
Santa Barbara counties. A special survey was made 
of San Rafael at the request of the mayor and health 
officer. Assistance was given the City of Sacramento 
in a survey of restaurants. Food handling establish- 


ments at the Fresno County Fair were found in sani- 
tary condition. 


BOX LUNCHES 


The enormous increase of industrial workers in 
certain areas has led to increased manufacture and 
sale of ready prepared box lunches. A survey of the 
manufacturing plants revealed, generally, adequate 
facilities and good sanitation. Very little material is 
held over from day to day. A single establishment, 
however, was found not to label products in con- 
formity with the law. 


RHEUMATIC FEVER MADE REPORTABLE 


The State Board of Public Health, at its regular 
meeting held November 29, 1941, placed rheumatic 
fever on the list of reportable diseases. Health offi- 
cers are requested to report promptly all such cases 
that may occur within their respective territories. 
Loeal practitioners of medicine should be advised of 
the requirement in order that all cases of rheumatic 
fever may be reported promptly to health officers. 


‘“‘It is axiomatic that the quality of health service is 
dependent upon the character and training of person- 


nel responsible for rendering it.’’—Mayhew Derry- 
berry. 


TRAINED ATTENDANTS CERTIFIED 


The State Department of Public Health enforces 
the law pertaining to issuance of certificates as 
trained attendants to care for the sick. In a recent 


examination held in northern and southern California 


25 candidates were successful and certificates were 
issued. Fourteen such attendants are employed at 


the Fairmont Hospital in San Leandro and 10 at the 


Riverside County Hospital at Arlington. 


WALNUT SHELLING 


A large crop of walnuts, relatively free from 
defects, was harvested this season. General sanita- 
tion of the industry is noted. Walnut shellers 
acquainted with the high requirements for sanitation 
are profiting through the instructions issued last 
season. About 100 licenses have been issued to cover 


the present season, chiefly in Sacramento, San Jose 
and Los Angeles areas. 


DECEPTIVELY PACKED FOODS 
Of 102 hearings held to cover various offenses, 11 
dealt with the correction of deceptively packed foods 
—cookies, crackers, pop corn and other products. 
All packages involved were less than 80 per cent full. 


REVISED LIST OF REPORTABLE DISEASES 
Reportable Only: 


Anthrax 
Botulism—if commercial product notify State 
Department of Health at once. 
Coccidioidal Granuloma 
Dengue—keep patient in mosquito free room. 
Epilepsy 
Food Poisoning 
Glanders—report by phone or telegraph. 
J aundice—infectious or epidemic types. — 
Malaria—keep patient in mosquito free room. 


Pneumonia—specify type of pneumococeus, if 
known. 


Relapsing fever 

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever 
Tetanus 

Trichinosis 

Tularemia 

Undulant fever 


Reportable and Subject to Isolation: 


Epidemic diarrhea of the newborn (in institu- 
tions ) 

Chickenpox 

Dysenterv—Amoebic 

Dysentery—Bacillary—specify type, if mown. 

German Measles 

Influenza 


Measles 
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REVISED LIST OF REPORTABLE DISEASES—Continued 


Mumps 

Ophthalmia Neonatorum 

Psittacosis 

Rabies—in animals. Use special card. 
Rabies—in humans. 

Septic Sore Throat (in epidemic form). 
Trachoma 

Tuberculosis—use special card. 
Whooping Cough 

Syphilis—use special card. 
Gonorrhea—use special card. 
Chancroid—use special card. 
-Lymphopathia Venereum—use special card. 
Granuloma inguinale—use special card. 


Reportable and Subject to Quarantine and 


Placarding: 


Cholera—report by telephone or telegraph to State 
Department of Health. 

Diphtheria 

Encephalitis (Infectious)—specify type, if iin 


Note: This means all forms of acute encephalitis 


such as St. Louis type, equine type, and 


any other epidemic form occurring in 


California. 


Leprosy 

Meningitis (due to the meningococcus). 

Paratyphoid Fever—specify type A or B. 

Plague—report by telephone or telegraph to State 
Department of Health. 

Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis 

Scarlet Fever 

Smallpox | 

Typhoid Fever 

Typhus Fever 

Yellow Fever—report by ibiihiens or telegraph to 
State Department of Health. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week. Ending 
November 29, 1941 
Chickenpox 
616 cases from the following counties: Alameda 141, Butte 4, 
Contra Costa 20, Fresno 19, Kern 13, Los Angeles 164, Merced 
2, Orange 7, Plumas 8, Riverside :¥ Sacramento 22, San Bernar- 


dino 1, San Diego 42. San Francisco 28, San Joaquin 9, San 
Luis Obispo 3, San Mateo 5, Santa Barbara 30, Santa Clara 19, 


Shasta 28, Solano 9, Sonoma 4, Stanislaus 10, Ventura 2, Yolo 
19. 


Measles 


98 cases from the following counties: Alameda 9, Contra 
Costa 2, Los Angeles 12, Madera 1, Mendocino 1, Mono 1, Mon- 
terey 1, Orange 8, Plumas 5, Sacramento 2, San Diego 9, San 
Francisco 14, San Luis Obispo 2, Santa Barbara 23, Santa Clara 
3, Tulare 1, Yolo 4. 


Measles 


523 cases from the following counties: Alameda 37, Fresno 38, 
Humboldt 1, Kern 10, Kings 18, Los Angeles 45, Mendocino 58, 
Merced 2, Monterey 7, Napa 1, Orange 1, Riverside 1, Sacra- 
mento 9, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 9, San Francisco 3, 
San Joaquin 148, San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo 1, Santa Bar- 
bara 1, Santa Clara 2, Santa Cruz 4, Solano 1, Sonoma 9, 
Stanislaus 24, Sutter 10, Tulare 28, Ventura 27, Yolo 26. 


Mumps 


1018 cases from the following counties: Alameda 66, Colusa 
13, Contra Costa 14, Fresno 36, Imperial 5, Kern 14, Kings 3, 
Lassen 16, Los Angeles 178, Madera 7; Merced 2, Monterey 28, 
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Napa 18, Orange 67, Placer 3, Riverside 1, Sacramento 48, San 
Bernardino 8, San Diego 72, San Francisco 62, San Joaquin 94, 
San Luis Obispo 16, San Mateo 23, Santa Barbara 20, Santa 
Clara 50, Santa Cruz 8, Shasta 25, Sonoma 54, Stanislaus Z, 
Sutter 2, Tulare 16, Ventura Zi, Yolo 19, Yuba 2. 


Scarlet Fever 


123 cases from the following counties: Alameda 6, Contra 
Costa 2, Del Norte 1, Fresno 4, Kern 6, Los Angeles 53, Madera 
1, Marin 1, Merced 1, Napa 2, Orange 5, Riverside 2, Sacramento 
6, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 6, San Francisco 4, San Mateo 
1, Santa Barbara 1, Solano 10, Sonoma 6, Tulare 1, Ventura 2. 
Yuba 1. 


Whooping Cough 

183 cases from the following counties: Alameda 23, Contra 
Costa 4, Fresno 18, Kern 11, Kings 1, Los Angeles 39, Madera 
11, Mendocino 1, Merced 4, Napa 1, Orange 12, Riverside 1 
Sacramento 6, San Diego 4, San Francisco 7, San Joaquin 8, 
San Luis Obispo 3, San Mateo 1, Santa Barbara 19, Santa Clara 
3, Solano 1, Tulare 5, Tuolumne 9, Yolo 1, Yuba 2. 


Diphtheria 


19 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Fresno 1, 
Imperial 2, Los Angeles 8, Monterey 2, Orange 2, San Bernar- 
dino 1, Tulare i Ventura 1. 


’ 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


10 cases from the following counties: Butte 1, Kings 1, Los 
Angeles 5, Orange 1, Santa sa 2. 


Food Poisoning | 

65 cases from the following counties: Fresno 61, tin Angeles 
2, San Francisco 2. 
Influenza 

73 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
7 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Malaria 
One case from Ventura County. 


Poliomyelitis 


9 cases: Fresno County 1 (Fresno); Kern County 1 (Bakers- 
field); Los Angeles County 3 (Los Angeles rural 1, Compton 1, 
a Angeles 1); Merced County 1 (Merced); San Diego County 

2 (San Ysidro 1, San Diego 1); San Francisco he 


Rabies (Animal) 
6 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles | 5, Tulare 2 


Tetanus 
One case from San Francisco. 


Trichinosis 
3 cases from Humboldt County. 


Typhoid Fever 

3 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 1, Sacra- 
mento 1, Tulare 1. peas | 
Undulant Fever 3 

9 cases from the following counties: Kern 1, Los Angeles 8. 


The rural dweller in the United States has, on the 
average, four or five years longer life than the urban 
resident. Among white males dwelling in rural areas 
the average length of life is 62.09 years, while for 
urban residents, it is 56.73 years. The corresponding 
figures for white females are 65.09 years and 61.05 


years. These figures are based on the calendar year 
1930.—Louis L. Dublin, Ph.D. 


University of California 


Medical 
5rd & Parnassus Aves. 


San Francisco, Calif. 
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